
CABINET
27 JULY 2017

APPENDIX A

Addendum: 

Dartford Borough Council’s Disabled Facilities Grants Policy March 2016

3.20 Discretionary Assistance Grant

Discretionary Assistance Grant is a non-means tested grant for urgently 
needed disabled aids/adaptations e.g. straight track stair lift, level access 
shower, access ramp and the repair/replacement of obsolete or defective 
equipment e.g. repair to stair lift or wash dry toilet. The purpose of the grant is 
to assist hospital discharge, prevent hospital admission and provide palliative 
assistance via a more streamlined process.

Discretionary assistance is available due to the extended remit of the Better 
Care Fund Disabled Facility Grant allocation.

Discretionary assistance is subject to budget availability and may be 
suspended by the Council when necessary.

Applications should be made via the Discretionary Assistance application 
form.

Applicants must be:

 An owner- occupier

 A private sector tenant 

 A Registered Social Landlord tenant

 Registered or registerable as a disabled person 

Consent for the works to be completed must be provided by the owner of the 
property.

Works must be recommended by an Occupational Therapist. 

One estimate required only.

Maximum grant £5000 (five thousand pounds).

Applicants may employ the Home Improvement Agency or an Independent 
Agent to assist them in the process and fees can be included within the cost 
of the discretionary facilities grant.

A local land charge is not applicable for assistance of £5000 or less. However 
if on receipt of the estimate, the cost is up to 10% higher than the maximum 
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grant available, then the discretionary assistance grant will be allowed but a 
the Council will register a local land charge against the applicant’s property 
and repayment may apply if the property is disposed of within 10 years of the 
application as outlined in 3.21 and 3.22 of the Council’s Disabled Facility 
Grant Policy.


